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  From the Principalõs  Desk... 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

The beginning of 

October always 

brings a sense of 

ahhhhhhh! to a school environment.  All 

the beginning of the school year 

activities are behind us, the classrooms 

are busy with reading groups, math 

instruction, social studies projects, and 

science experiments.  The students now 

know what to expect from their day and 

are in the groove. 

 

A big part of our beginning of the year 

activities is fall academic assessment, 

using the NWEA/MAP tests for 

students in grades 2-5.  This is a big 

step for our second graders, who have 

never taken an assessment like this 

before.  To complete the assessment, the 

students move into the computer lab and 

work individually to answer a set of 

questions, either in reading or in math; 

these questions dynamically change 

throughout the assessment in response 

to the answers chosen to the student.  In 

this way, we are able to obtain valuable 

information about our studentsô 

academic strengths and weaknesses. 

This helps our teachers tailor instruction 

to meet their needs. 

 

Our primary students have been taking 

assessments as well.  Kindergarten 

students have shown us their knowledge 

of letter names and sounds.  Our first 

and second grade teachers have been 

individually assessing students on sight 

words and reading levels, and students 

in grades two through five  
 

 

have been showing their ability to read 

fluently.  Once again, this is valuable 

information for designing instruction. 

 

How about our new and improved arrival 

and dismissal procedures?  While the 

changes were significant this year, our 

parents and students have done a 

FANTASTIC job of making the procedures 

look easy.  Even with the repaving of 

major roads in the area, we have 

consistently been able to have most 

students into the building by 8:37 in the 

morning and out of the area by 3:40 in the 

afternoon.  Another discovery is that the 

number of students who arrive late to 

school is significantly fewer than any time 

in recent years.  This really helps us get the 

students off to a great start every day!  

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your 

ongoing support of our efforts and 

procedures. 

 

We have a very special event scheduled for 

October 21st.  Steven Layne, noted 

educator and author, will be visiting our 

school for two author assemblies during 

the afternoon for students.  That night, 

from 7 to 8, Dr. Layne will be presenting to 

parents and students.   His books are being 

sold at approximately a 25% discount.  

Please look for additional information to 

come home in Thursday folders. 

 

As always, if we can be of service, please 

do not hesitate to call or email Mr. Griffin 

or me. 

 

Mrs. Susan Tiedt 

Principal 

 



October 2009                                             Page 2         The Fox Chase Flyer  

Janet Henderson, President of the Fox Chase Home & School Association  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Art starts up in October 

too.  Our first two fundraisers 

have come homeðAffy 

Tapple and Smencils.  Both 

are favorites at our house.  

Orders are due October 9.  We 

also appreciate everyoneôs 

orders for Market Day and the 

volunteers who work hard to 

put the orders together.   

 

 

 

Orders for the 2009-2010 

Yearbook are being taken.  

They are $20 and orders are 

due Friday, November 20.  

The Yearbook Club will be 

meeting to begin their work 

taking pictures and formatting 

pages.  The Publishing Center 

is getting ready to begin its 

work turning studentôs stories 

into a bound keepsake.  Our 

first Family Fun Night is 

planned for October 23 at 7:00 

p.m.  Get your costumes ready 

for Trunk or Treat!  We hope 

you can make it. 
 
 

Fox Chase Families: 
 

Spring is my favorite season, 

but Fall is a close second.  My 

family canôt resist a pumpkin 

patch!  I prefer the crisp air to 

the heat of summer. We always 

try to escape for a colorful Fall 

weekend where the girls and I 

can collect colorful leaves.  I 

am about to bring up the 

buckets of Halloween 

decorations and costumes to 

get ready for the season.  As 

always, my neighbor is sure to 

beat me to decorating the yard!  

October holds lots of great 

memories for my family, can 

you tell that Iôm getting excited 

for its arrival.  I hope you are 

making lots of memories with 

your family this month also. 

Home & School is buzzing 

along.  We greatly appreciate 

everyoneôs hard work.  The 

Halloween parties are being 

planned.  Thanks to everyone 

who is lending a hand to give 

the kids some fun parties, 

weôve had a record amount of 

parents step up!   

Just a reminder that the  

Halloween Parties are held on  

Thursday, October 29.  There is 

no school on October 30 due to 

a Teacher Institute Day. 

 

The next Home & School 

 meeting is Monday, October 19 

at 7:00 p.m. in the LRC.   

Everyone is welcome. 

 

Mark your calendars  

for October 21.   

Author Steven L. Layne 

will be visiting Fox 

Chase.  He will be  

presenting to the  

students during the day 

and back for an evening  

presentation for  

families.   

Congratulations to  

Mrs. Hager on receiving 

a grant from the Illinois 

Reading Council and 

making this all possible. 
 

Your support of Home & 

School is always appreciated. 

 

Happy Haunting to You! 

 

Janet Henderson 

President 
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Fox Chase Home & School 

Meeting Minutes 

September 14, 2009 
  

The meeting was called to order  

at 7:00 p.m.  President Janet  

Henderson welcomed and thanked 

everyone for attending.  May's  

minutes were approved. 
  

President's Report 
Thank you to all who helped out at 

Preview Night, especially those who 

were stationed at a Home & School table 

in the gym.   
  

There has been a wonderful response to 

the volunteer coupon books that were 

sent home.  Thank you to those who 

returned the forms with an interest to 

help out in one or more committees.   
  

We are still looking for parent help on 

the yearbook committee; please contact 

Janet if you are interested. 
 

Principal's Report 
Many thanks to those who helped get the 

school ready for the new year.  Due to 

the construction,  there was a lot to get 

done before the first day and many who  

stepped in to lend a hand. 
  

Speaking of construction, Fox Chase 

was a very busy place this summer!  We 

are thrilled with the outcome of the 

project.  There are still some minor 

finishing touches that need to be done; 

the contractors plan on having it 

completed by Christmas. 
 

Curriculum Night is this Thursday, 

September 17th.  The format will be the 

same as last year:  introductions in the 

gym followed by two half hour teacher 

sessions.   
 

The school is trying to stay on top of the 

H1N1 flu and all of the latest 

information that is shared. Everyone at 

school is doing a lot of hand washing 

this year. 
 

We added four new special education  

classes to our building this year. They 

have felt very welcomed by Fox Chase's 

community.  There will be some 

programs starting soon that will 

encourage friendships between the 

special ed students and the rest of the 

school. 

  Treasurer's Report 
Directions were given out on getting 

reimbursed from your committee.  If 

needed, please see your committee 

folder or  the committee chair for help 

with this. 
  

Teachers have started requesting their 

reimbursement for the Back-to-School 

gift that Home & School gave to each of 

them. 
 

 Committee Business & Events 

 K-1 Orientation 
We had an outstanding year with 

volunteers who assisted with  

kindergarten arrival/dismissal and the 

first week of first grade lunch. Thank 

you to all who helped us get 

kindergartners and first graders off to a 

great start! 
  

Staff Appreciation 
The Fox Chase staff was treated to 

breakfast the day before school 

started.  Bagels, coffee cakes, fruit, 

coffee and juice were served and 

enjoyed by all. 
 

Fundraising 
The 2009-2010 Fox Chase calendar will 

be given out in the next week to every 

family at the school at no cost.  The 

businesses who paid to advertise in the 

calendar helped offset the expense; 

please try to patronize them if you can. 
  

Affy Tapples and Smencils will be 

our first fundraiser of the year; look for 

information to come home at the end of 

the month. 
 

Market Day 
The deadline to order for our September 

sale just passed.  It appears our sales are 

up a bit from what they were at the end 

of the last school year. There seems to be 

several new customers; thanks for trying 

Market Day!  And for our returning 

customers, we appreciate your continued 

support with this important school 

fundraiser. 
 

Room Parents 
The Room Parent meeting, for those 

interested in helping plan the three  

holiday parties for this school year,  will 

be Tuesday, September 22nd. Thank you 

to those who signed up to help in  
your child's classroom. 

Great Art Show & Tell  
The meeting for those interested in being a 

part of Great Art in your child's classroom 

will be Tuesday, September 22nd, following 

the Room Parent meeting.  So far, it looks 

like there are quite a few volunteers who 

want to be a part of this fun program. 
 

Home & School Directory  
Much appreciation to all who have already 

turned in your forms with  your family 

information to be placed in the directory.   

Look for the directory to come home early 

next month. 
  

Home & School Website 
Yeah!  We have a new website for our Home 

& School!  The website contains lots of 

information that pertains to Home & School 

events, fundraisers, committee contact 

information and more.  You can access the 

website through the District 308 website by 

going to the Fox Chase tab, clicking on the 

Parent tab, and then clicking on Parent 

Organization.  If there is anything  that you 

feel needs to be included on the website, 

please contact Kathy Krant.  Thanks to Kathy 

for tackling this project during your summer 

break! 
 

Yearbook 
We are still looking for a parent to chair this 

committee and work with Ms. Powers and 

her student yearbook group to put together 

this special book for the 2009-2010 

school year.  Order forms for yearbooks will 

be sent home soon, with a deadline Before 

Thanksgiving. 
  

Box Tops 
Thank you to all who turned in Box 

Tops at Preview Night.  We collected 6,500 

Box Tops since that night, which earned 

$650 for our school.  Last year, our school  

made over $3,900 just from sending in Box 

Tops!  Our goal for this year is $4,200 or 

4200 Box Tops.  Help us reach this goal by 

clipping those Box Tops and sending them in 

to school. 
 

New Business 
International Walk to School Day will be 

held on October 7th.  Look for more 

information about this day to come home 

with your child. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Kerri Boone Recording Secretary 
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The attendance line  

(630-636-3001) can accept 

calls 24 hours each day.  

Please listen carefully to the 

instructions regarding what 

information to leave when 

your child is home sick.   

We must report flu-like 

symptoms daily to the 

Kendall County Health 

Department. 

 

October 6th is a School 

Improvement Day.  This 

means there is  

NO 

KINDERGARTEN 

AND NO LUNCHES 

WILL BE SERVED.  
 

Students in grades 1-5 will 

be dismissed at 11:55 a.m. 

 

Please send a note with your 

child each day they will stay 

after school for an activity 

or will go home a different 

way than normal.   

(A suggestion is to make 

copies of a generic note and 

then date it each time.)  We 

appreciate your help with 

this, as it is important to us 

that we know where all 723 

of our students will be going 

after school.  If you forgot 

to send a note, please call 

the office by 

3:00 p.m. 
 

The weather will probably get 

cooler as October progresses.  

Please make sure all jackets, 

coats are labeled with your 

childôs name.  The same goes 

for all lunchboxes as well! 

 

Important Halloween Party 

Information:  The Halloween 

parade and parties will be held 

this year on Thursday, 

October 29th.  The parade will 

begin at 1:55 p.m. with the 

parties going from 2:30 ï 3:30 

p.m.  Watch for details from 

your childôs teacher or Room 

Parent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check the district and 

school websites often for 

valuable information, 

including our  

online calendar 

(www.oswego308.org/

schools/foxchase) 
 

In partnership with local 

community not-for-profit 

organizations, District 308 is 

helping to inform its families 

about the wonderful extra-

curricular opportunities 

available to their children 

through this online service. 

 

Digital Messenger replaces 

the previous flier distribution 

process that required 

thousands of paper  copies  

be printed and distributed 

directly to students for 

insertion in their take-home 

folders. Digital Messenger 

will instead post those 

fliers online. Now parents 

can focus on school and 

district information in their 

childrenôs take-home 

folders, while saving 

hundreds of trees in the 

process!  

Anyone with an email 

address can sign up to 

receive notification of 

recent flier postings 

through the districtôs 

Communicate 308 (click 

here for further 

information) program or 

they can visit the Digital 

Messenger Web page 

directly for the monthly 

updates. 

Qualifying organizations 

wanting to distribute 

information through the 

Digital Messenger service 

must electronically submit 

a completed Distribution 

Request Form along with a 

copy of the proposed flier/

announcement.  

Thanks to Thanks to 

everyone for everyone for 

following our new following our new 

Arrival and Arrival and 

Dismissal Dismissal 

procedures!  We procedures!  We 

appreciate your appreciate your 

patience and patience and 

support as we support as we 

tweak the process.tweak the process.  

http://www.oswego308.org/schools/foxchase
http://www.oswego308.org/schools/foxchase
http://www.oswego308.org/signup.aspx
http://www.oswego308.org/signup.aspx
http://www.oswego308.org/assets/5/digital_messenger/digitalmsgr_information.pdf
http://www.oswego308.org/assets/5/digital_messenger/digitalmsgr_information.pdf


Social Work Corner:  
 
ñStop, Walk, Talkò  
 Perhaps recently you have heard your child say ñSTOP!ò to a sibling or neighbor while using the ñSTOPò  

gesture.*  If so, your child is using the first step of the bully prevention program that Oswego District 308 school social 

workers are teaching all 4th grade classes this year.  At Fox Chase, Mrs. Longwell or Mr. Griffin visited every single 

classroom to teach a lesson introducing ñStop, Walk, Talkò to all students and teachers.   Fox Chase teaching assistants 

were also introduced to this program.  Instruction of additional lessons will commence in 4th grades beginning 2nd  

semester.                                     (*The outer edge of one hand brought down to the palm of the other.) 
 

 Students were encouraged to respond to mean teasing or bullying by telling the person ñSTOPò in a confident 

voice using eye contact and the hand gesture.  If the bullying or mean teasing is repeated, students were taught to use the 

second step, which is ñWALKò - walk away and ignore the person.  If the student continues to be teased or bullied in a 

mean way by the same person, the third step, ñTALK,ò means tell an adult; get help.  All students were told that if any 

student is in danger, the ñStopò and ñWalkò steps should be skipped and get help from an adult right away ï ñTalk.ò   
 

It was explained that ñStop, Walk, Talkò can be used even with a best friend, if that friend is teasing in a hurtful 

way.  Students were also taught that telling an adult without first using ñStopò and ñWalk awayò was tattling.  When 

students do approach Fox Chase staff to report an incident, staff members ask ñDid you tell the student to stop?ò and 

praise the student if they did.  The student is then asked ñDid you walk away?ò and praised if the response is ñyes.ò   

Students who have not used the first two steps will be encouraged to go back and try those strategies before the adult 

intervenes.   
 

Consider asking your child about ñStop, Walk, Talkò and encouraging this strategy at home.   This is a brief  

explanation of ñStop, Walk, Talk.ò  More information is available at the PBIS website, www.pbis.org.  If you have any 

questions feel free to contact Mrs. Longwell, Mrs. Benson, Mr. Griffin or your childôs teacher. 
 

A peek at whatôs to come: 

 The Rainbows letter with a registration form will be sent home to all families this fall.  

Watch for it  in the coming weeks!  A support group for children experiencing a family change such as divorce,  

remarriage, incarceration or the death of a loved one, Rainbows is open to all Fox Chase students. 
 

 The school social workers at Fox Chase are members of the Character Counts 

school improvement committee along with several other Fox Chase staff.  We are excited about studentsô opportunity to 

earn Character ñCashò this year by exhibiting good character during the lunch and recess periods.  As this newsletter 

goes to press this program is just being rolled out.  Keep your eyes open for studentsô Character ñCashò posted in the 

multi-purpose room this month.  We will enjoy watching the amount continue to grow throughout the year! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  See flyers elsewhere in this newsletter about Judy Freedman, MSW, 

LCSW, author, who is coming to speak to Oswego Parents about Easing  

the Teasing on Tuesday, October 13 at Oswego East High School. 

- Mary Kay Longwell, MSW 

mlongwell0620@oswego308.org 

(630) 636-3005 
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