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  From the Principalõs  Desk... 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

On Thursday, 

October 29, the 

first quarter of 

the school year will come to an 

end.  I know that we often 

comment about the quick passage 

of time as these benchmarks of the 

year pass.  The first quarter is a 

very busy time; the excitement and 

flurry of activity that marks the 

start of the school year, fall 

achievement testing, and Character 

Counts! week are just examples of 

the tasks in which we participate 

during this time. 

 

The first quarter is also the time 

when teachers and administration 

review and analyze the state test 

results from the previous spring.  

With that information, building, 

grade level, and committee goals 

are set and action plans are put into 

place.  This was the focus of the 

School Improvement (SI) Day held 

at the beginning of October.  The 

staff has changed the goals of our 

School Improvement Plan (SIP) 

from what they have been in recent 

years.  Instead of focusing on 

grade level performance from year 

to year, we will be working to 

improve student outcomes in an 

identified group of students as they 

move through the grades.  Here are 

our SIP goals for this year: 

 

Goal 1:  Increase Reading Achievement:  By 

2011, 92% of Fox Chase students in fifth grade 

will meet or exceed state standards, as 

measured by the ISAT tests.  This goal is based 

upon growth within the cohort of students that 

were third graders in spring, 2009. 
 

Goal 2:   Increase Writing Achievement:  By 

2011, 85% of Fox Chase students in fifth grade 

will meet or exceed state standards, as 

measured by the 2009 ISAT Test.  This goal is 

based upon growth within the cohort of 

students that were third graders in spring, 2009. 
 

GOAL 3:   Continue implementation of 

Professional Learning Communities:  After 

intervention groups are identified, using a 

variety of assessment devices, research-based 

interventions will be provided, either by 

teachers or by teaching assistants, with 

regularity and intensity.  Grade level teams will 

meet quarterly to evaluate the effectiveness of 

these interventions for individual students, 

using progress-monitoring devices, and 

adjustments will be made in a timely manner. 
 

Our academic focus is on literacy, 

building our studentsô abilities to read 

efficiently, demonstrate understanding of 

what they have read, and communicate 

effectively in writing.  Our early 

Wednesday meetings, grade level 

collaboration time, and staff development 

will relate increasing our skills in 

providing even more valuable instruction 

for our students. 
 

As always, if we can be of service, please 

do not hesitate to call or email Mr. 

Griffin or me. 
 

Mrs. Susan Tiedt  Principal 
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H1N1 Update from 

Oswego District 308: 
 

Just like the flu itself, the news 

and rumors surrounding H1N1 is 

increasing with the onset of the 

fall weather. 
 

As of today, the district has 

received no laboratory confirmed 

reports of a District 308 student or 

staff member who has contracted 

the H1N1 virus. District 308 

typically does not send notes 

home to parents regarding viral 

illness (such as colds and flu). 

However, due to parent concerns, 

if a laboratory confirmed report of 

the H1N1 virus is received by 

district health officials, parents of 

students in the affected childôs/

staff memberôs classroom will be 

notified of the illness. The district 

will also continue its practice of 

sending home notes for bacterial 

illnesses that are typically treated 

with medication such as 

antibiotics (i.e. pink eye and strep 

throat). 
 

Flu viruses are everywhere in the 

communityðstores, libraries, and 

peopleôs homesðso it is 

important that everyone 

remember to do their part to 

prevent the spread of illnesses. 

Health department officials 

recommend flu shots for those 

who qualify. In addition, the 

district is following the lead of 

health organizations throughout 

the country by encouraging our 

students to follow the three Côs: 

Clean, Cover, and Contain. 
 

Even with such precautions, the 

flu virus is an annual issue for 

many people.  However, the 

Centers for Disease Control and  

 Prevention (CDC) no longer 

recommends the closing of 

schools for probable or confirmed 

cases of H1N1 as they did last 

spring, unless so many staff and/

or students are out of school due 

to illness that the school cannot 

function properly. 

 

District health officials worked 

closely with national, state and 

local health organizations over the 

summer to develop a plan to keep 

our students and staff safe and 

healthy for the 2009-10 school 

year. Information addressing this 

issue was sent home with all 

students in the district in 

September. In addition, the 

district held a community forum 

in conjunction with the Kendall 

County Health Department to 

address any questions or concerns 

about seasonal and H1N1 flu 

from the public. All this 

information, plus links to 

informational state and national 

Web sites is posted on the district 

Web site at /

www.oswego308.org/

family_information/

healthservices.aspx 

 

District 308 follows the 

guidelines established by the 

(CDC), the Illinois Department of 

Public Health (IDPH) and the 

Kendall County Health 

Department (KDHD).  If 

recommendations change in the 

future, District 308 will follow 

those recommendations and 

notify parents of the new 

guidelines. 

 

Kristine Liptrot 

Director of Communications 

Oswego CUSD 308 
 

  Arrival/Dismissal 

Update: 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, 

Fox Chase Parents!  Our new arrival 

and dismissal procedures are working 

beautifully, thanks to your 

cooperation and patience! 

 

Most of our students are in the 

building and ready to go by 8:35 a.m.  

This gives them a good five minutes 

to move to their classrooms and get 

their days off to a great start.  Our 

dismissal procedures are working just 

as well, with all students well on their 

way by 3:40. 

 

We have far fewer students who are 

arriving late, also; thank you for 

getting your children to school on 

time.  If you are in line at either drop-

off circle when the 8:40 a.m. bell 

rings, your child is not considered 

late.  If, however, you are just pulling 

into the circle and the 8:40 bell has 

just rung or is ringing, then your child 

will be marked tardy. 

 

The weather has already started to 

cool and there have been several days 

of rain to test our procedures.  It is 

only a matter of time before the snow 

and ice will complicate things.  

Please allow yourselves plenty of 

time; we want you to be safe as you 

drive to and from Fox Chase. 

 

As always, if you have questions 

about our arrival and dismissal 

procedures, please contact us at  

630-636-3000. 
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Janet Henderson, President of the Fox Chase Home & School Association  
 

 

Thanks to everyone who 

attended the October Home & 

School meeting.  We discussed 

and approved the 2009-2010 

budget.  I am pleased to report 

that Home & School will again 

help out the school with 

Technology needs.  Iôll report 

back when we know specific 

needs.  Thanks to everyone 

donating and hosting the 

Halloween parties.  Iôve got my 

fingers crossed that the weather 

holds out for an outdoor parade!  

Our first Trunk or Treat Family 

Fun Night was a lot of fun.  The 

rain kept us from being outside, 

but everyone adapted just fine.  I 

really liked seeing families bring 

in some decorations to liven up 

the gym!  We are always 

appreciative of all the Market 

Day orders and the volunteers to 

sort the orders.  I hope you 

stocked up on Affy Tapples, 

yum.  There may still be a few 

left over, let us know if you need 

more.  You can also get 

Smencils and Y-ties shoe laces.  

Weôll keep them in stock for a 

while.  The Spriritwear Ladies 

are very busy--the Class Tshirts 

are due any day.  There are more 

Spiritwear opportunities.  The 

flyer has come home for the 

latest Fox Chase designer wear.  

There are also new items:  Croc 

charms, keychain, vinyl pouch, 

car magnet, and stainless steel 

water bottle.  Wow.   Orders are 

due November 3. 

 

Fox Chase Families: 
 

Are you ready for it?  Halloween 

is about to invade.  I actually did 

beat my neighbor decorating the 

yard by 30 minutesðYahoo a 

new record!  Our neighborhood is 

ready, the kids are ready so bring 

it on!  My girls will want to stay 

home to pass out candy, while I 

am encouraging them to Get 

More!  I get all the Mounds, 

Almond Joy, and Heath barsðI 

canôt wait!  I wonder who is more 

excitedé  Fall is here, but it 

seemed like Winter was coming 

first!  We were camping a few 

weeks ago, brrr.  I was beginning 

to feel cheated, because I look 

forward to Fall.  I donôt look at 

the drying crops, falling leaves, 

and dormant grass as a time of 

dying, but more like shutting 

down before a reboot.  Even 

though Mother Nature is getting 

ready for a rest, Home & School 

is running at full steam! 

 

Thereôs so much going on.  

Weôve got a great group of 

parents at this school and we 

greatly appreciate everyoneôs 

hard work.  You need to know 

that Fox Chase has a great 

reputation in the school district 

for having very involved 

parentsðthe other schools are 

jealous!  FOX CHASE ROCKS! 

Orders for the 2009-2010 Year-

book are being taken.  The cost is 

$20 and the deadline is November 

20.  Please donôt miss your oppor-

tunity to get this wonderful keep-

sake of your childôs yearðorder 

today. 

 

At the October Home & School 

meeting, we also discussed an idea 

for a new event, a Childrenôs  

Resale.  We have two experienced 

parents to take on the planning, but 

do we have enough people with 

clothes and accessories to sell and 

enough people to work the event?  

If you have opinions to share with 

us, please send us a note through 

our website, 

www.foxchasehsa.com.  Thanks so 

much. 

 

Our next Home & School meeting 

is Monday, November 9 at  

7:00 p.m. in the LRC.  Everyone 

 is welcome. 

 

Your support of Home & School is 

always appreciated. 

 

Janet Henderson 

President 
 

http://www.foxchasehsa.com
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Fox Chase Home & School 

Meeting Minutes 

October 19, 2009 
  

The meeting was called to order  

at 7:00 p.m.  President Janet  

Henderson welcomed and thanked 

everyone for attending.  September's  

minutes were approved. 
  

President's Report 
Many thanks to all who came to last 

month's Room Party/Great Art 

meeting.  As far as volunteers go, we 

have one of our best years ever.  
 

Principal's Report 
Thank you again to Home & School for 

the money that was given to each of the 

teachers to spend on back to school 

needs.   
  

Fox Chase students have been or are 

going to be involved in  programs to deal 

with bullying/teasing.  Mr. Griffin  

and Mrs. Longwell have already gone 

into each class-room and presented a  

program called, "Stop,  Walk and 

Talk."  In January, the entire school will 

take part in "Easing the Teasing" 

assemblies.  Third Grade students will 

again experience the Mutual Ground 

session on bullying. 
 

Dr. O'Donnell, our new district 

superintendent, visited Fox Chase for the 

first time this week.  He made only good 

comments and was very impressed with 

our school.   
 

Dr. Steven Layne is coming to Fox 

Chase on October 21st to do an assembly 

for students during the day and another  

presentation at night for families.  Dr. 

Layne is a local children's author who 

also is a professor at Judson College in 

Elgin.  We are very excited to welcome  

him to Fox Chase. 
 

H1N1 Update: Unlike last year, school 

will not be closed for cases of H1N1 flu, 

unless the numbers get out of hand.   

Know that the district is staying on top 

of all the latest information on H1N1 and 

reports flu-like symptoms to the state 

health department weekly. 
 

The school district is setting up a Parent 

Advisory Council.  They want two 

parents from each school  

 in the district to attend quarterly  

meetings and report district information 

and happenings at Home & School 

meetings. Let Mrs. Tiedt know if you are 

interested in being a part of this. 
 

Treasurer's Report 
Nothing to report this month. 
 

 Committee Business & Events 

 Fundraising 
The pickup for Affy Tapples and 

Smencils is this week.  Sales for apples 

are down slightly from last year; 

Smencils are a new item this 

year and sales were fair.  If you missed 

out on ordering Smencils, they will be 

sold at several Home & School events in 

upcoming months. 
  

The next fundraiser will be held in  

November.  Cookie dough, scrip and 

reusable bags will be sold. 
  

We are doing the Vendor Fair again 

this year, in conjunction with the 

Holiday Shoppe, on Saturday,  

December 5th.  Fifteen tables have been 

reserved so far.  Please contact Loreta 

Schramer or Jennifer McAleer if 

interested. 
 

Market Day 
The October Market Day sale was last 

week.  We again had  several new 

customers try Market Day... thank 

you!  We also have several new 

volunteers helping on our committee this 

year.  November will bring Pie 

Month Bonus Days and Pennies for Pies; 

watch for more details to come home 

with students. 
 

Home & School Directory  
The directory is just about ready to go to 

the printer; look for your 2009-2010 

student directory to come home soon. 
 

Family Fun Night 
Our first Family Fun Night of the 

year, Trunk or Treat, is this Friday, 

October 23rd.  So far, 150 kids have 

RSVP'd that they are coming.  The 

evening will start with trunk or treating 

in the school parking lot and then move 

to the gym for fun and games.   

Volunteers are still needed to help with 

the inside activities. 

 

 

Spirit Wear  
The grade level color shirts should be 

arriving soon.  Look for more Spirit Wear 

ordering opportunities to come home before 

the holidays, which include some new items. 
  

Room Parties 
All is in place for next Thursday's 

Halloween parties... we are looking forward 

to a fun afternoon! 
 

Yearbook 
Orders for yearbooks are slowly coming 

in.  The yearbook cover art has been chosen; 

the entries were submitted by the fifth 

graders.   
 

Holiday Shoppe 
The Holiday Shoppe, which will be held 

Saturday, December 5th, needs 

volunteers.  There are plenty of different 

opportunities for volunteers...from shopping 

to wrapping.  Please contact Stacy Krisch or 

Laurie Picha if interested. 
 

Publishing Center 
Yeah!  We have a chairperson,  Holley 

Harris, to get the Publishing Center up and 

running for this year. She is in need of 

volunteers to help in many different areas.   

The Publishing Center is also  excited to be 

working out of a new space.   
  

Box Tops 
Thank you to those who continue to send in 

Box Tops.  The next check from Box Tops is 

expected  to come in December and should 

be about $2100.   
 

New Business 
The 2009-2010 Fox Chase Home & School 

budget was handed out, reviewed and 

approved.  
  

Discussion was held on the possibility of 

having a clothing/toy resale at Fox Chase in 

the spring, possibly in place of the garage 

sale.  A note will be sent home to determine 

if there is school interest in this new idea. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Kerri Boone Recording Secretary 

  

  



During the week of 

October 19-23, the 

students learned 

about the Six Pillars 

of Character: 
 

 

Trustworthiness                 

(Blue) 
Be honest Å Donôt deceive, cheat or 

steal Å Be reliable ð do what you 

say youôll do Å Have the courage to 

do the right thing Å Build a good 

reputation Å Be loyal ð stand by 

your family, friends, and country 
 

Respect                                
(Yellow) 
Treat others with respect; follow the 

Golden Rule Å Be tolerant of 

differences Å Use good manners, not 

bad language Å Be considerate of the 

feelings of others Å Donôt threaten, 

hit or hurt anyone Å Deal peacefully 

with anger, insults and 

disagreements 

Responsibility                       

(Green) 
Do what you are supposed to do Å 

Persevere: keep on trying! Å Always  

do your best Å Use self-control Å Be 

self-disciplined Å Think before you act 

ð consider the consequences Å Be 

accountable for your choices 
 

Fairness                                

(Orange) 
Play by the rules Å Take turns and 

share Å Be open-minded; listen to 

others Å Donôt take advantage of 

others Å Donôt blame others carelessly 
 

Caring                                         
(Red) 
Be kind Å Be compassionate and show 

you care Å Express gratitude Å Forgive 

others Å  Help people in need 
 

Citizenship                           

(Purple) 
Do your share to make your school and 

community better Å Cooperate Å Get  

involved in community affairs Å Stay 

informed; vote Å Be a good 

neighbor Å Obey laws and rules Å 

Respect authority Å Protect the 

environment 

 

The purpose of the CHARACTER 

COUNTS! Coalition is to fortify the 

lives of Americaôs young people 

with consensus ethical values called 

the Six Pillars of Character.  These 

values transcend divisions of race, 

creed, politics, gender and wealth. 

 

The students participated in 

Character activities throughout the 

week.  We appreciated everyoneôs 

support by wearing their pillar colors 

each day.  We also thank the new 

Character Counts Club for putting on 

a great assembly for their fellow 

students.  
 

Fox Chase is celebrating  

American Education Week, November 16-20.   
The theme is Great Public Schools:  A Basic Right and Our 

Responsibility.  Many parents and community members will be 

volunteering their time to read to students or talk about their careers.   

The students look forward to these visits each year.   

Thanks to all who volunteered. 
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Itôs Almost that time againééé.As the holidays approach, we 

wanted to let you know that Fox Chase will be once again participating in 

a coat drive and food drive.  The coat drive is sponsored by the   local     

Rotary Club; it will begin November 2 and continue through December 

15.  The coats should be new or gently used and all sizes are wel-

come.  Last year our school district was able to donate over 950 coats to   

people in need.  The Food Drive is being sponsored by our Student     

Council; watch your child's Thursday folder for more information.  
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The attendance line  

(630-636-3001) can accept 

calls 24 hours each day.  

Please listen carefully to the 

instructions regarding what 

information to leave when 

your child is home sick.  We 

must report flu -like 

symptoms daily to the 

Kendall County Health 

Department.  Please keep 

your child home if they are 

exhibiting flu -like 

symptoms.  They must be 

fever-free without the use 

of medication for 24 hours 

before they can return to 

school. 
 

Please send a note with your 

child each day they will stay 

after school for an activity or 

will go home a different way 

than normal.  (A suggestion 

is to make copies of a generic 

note and then date it each 

time.)  We appreciate your 

help with this, as it is 

important to us that we know 

where all 715 of our students 

will be going after school.  If 

you forgot to send a note, 

please call the office by 3:00 

p.m. 

If your student is going to be 

absent two or more days, a 

"Special Absence Form" 

needs to be filled out or your 

student's absences are 

unexcused.   These forms are 

available from the office. 
 

Morning Drop-Off in the Car 

Lines:  With the inclement 

weather approaching and 

more cars using Parent Drop 

Off's, please make sure to 

pull all the way up to the 

end of the yellow curb.  

This will allow more cars to  

unload at one time.  We 

appreciate your cooperation! 
 

If your student is late in the 

morning, a parent/guardian 

should enter the building with 

them (Door 1) to sign them in.  

When you sign your student in, 

please remember your full name 

and the reason the child is late.  

We cannot accept ñLateò as a 

reason, since we must enter 

specific codes into the state 

database.   
 

With inclement weather 

approaching this is the Fox 

Chase Parent Drop Off Policy:   

If you are in line at either Parent 

Drop Off at 8:40, you are not 

considered late.   

If you are pulling into the 

parking lot, there is no line and 

the 2nd bell has just rung or is 

ringing while your driving up, 

your student is Tardy. 
 

Check the district and school 

websites often for valuable 

information, including our online 

calendar (www.oswego308.org/

schools/foxchase)  

In partnership with local 

community not-for-profit 

organizations, District 308 is 

helping to inform its families 

about the wonderful extra-

curricular opportunities 

available to their children 

through this online service. 

Digital Messenger replaces the 

previous flier distribution 

process that required thousands 

of paper copies be printed and 

distributed directly to students 

for insertion in their take-home 

folders. Digital Messenger will 

instead post those fliers online. 

Now parents can focus on 

school and district information 

in their childrenôs take-home 

folders,  

while saving hundreds of 

trees in the process!  

Anyone with an email 

address can sign up to 

receive notification of recent 

flier postings through the 

districtôs Communicate 

308 (click here for further 

information) program or they 

can visit the Digital 

Messenger Web page 

directly for the monthly 

updates. 

Qualifying organizations 

wanting to distribute 

information through the 

Digital  Messenger 

service must electronically 

submit a completed 

Distribution Request Form 

along with a copy of the 

proposed flier/

announcement.  

Parent / Teacher Conferences 

will be held Monday, 

November 23 ï Wednesday, 

November 25.  Students will 

be released at 1:40 p.m. on 

Monday and Tuesday, 

November 23 and 24.  There 

is no student attendance on 

Wednesday, November 25.  

Please watch for notes to 

come home from teachers 

announcing conference 

plans.   

Picture Retake Day is 

scheduled for Thursday, 

November 5.  You must send 

your child to school with an 

envelope indicating which 

pictures you would like to 

order.  Payment must be 

included. 

http://www.oswego308.org/schools/foxchase
http://www.oswego308.org/schools/foxchase
http://www.oswego308.org/signup.aspx
http://www.oswego308.org/assets/5/digital_messenger/digitalmsgr_information.pdf
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